
Welcome to Transitional Kindergarten! 

Transitional kindergarten is a new and exciting time in your child’s life. Going to school for the 

first time is an important experience. It is the beginning of their academic career. It is also a 

time when children are growing, making friends, exploring, and making discoveries. 

If children are ready to be in a classroom, it can be a wonderful experience that makes them 

feel good about themselves, school, and eager to learn. If children are not prepared, starting 

school can be frustrating, confusing, embarrassing, and even frightening. 

The following information is to help you and your child make a smooth transition into 

Transitional Kindergarten. 

Preparing for the First Day 

To help ease the separation a child might feel on the first day, talk with your child about school 

in a positive way. 

 What is school? 

 Why are they there? 

 What is their role as a student? 

Talk to your child about leaving them alone at school. Let them know that it is their job to stay 

at school to learn and that you will see them at the end of their day. 

 Share a warm memory from your first school experience. 

 Make them part of the shopping for school supplies. 

 Answer any questions your child might have about school. 

Things to Know Before Starting Transitional Kindergarten- Students should be able to: 

 Recognize their name 

 Dress self 

 Use the bathroom appropriately 

 Know how to hold a pencil and use scissors correctly 

 Basic manners (ex. Please, Thank you, I’m sorry) 

Things to Work On Over the Summer 

 Cutting and gluing (holding scissors & using them properly to cut paper on a line) 

 Reading to your child every day 

 Comprehension (when reading to your child, ask simple questions about the story) 

 Responsibility of a job (Give your child a simple task, chores, asking them to follow 

directions) 

 Speaking in complete sentences 

 Give your child something to be responsible for (finding their backpack, collecting their 

shoes, putting away items, taking care of a library book, etc.) 

 Sitting for 5-7 minutes doing an activity independently (coloring, building, listening to a 

story) 

 Practice giving one and two step directions. Praise your child when he/she follows them 



Supplies 

There will be a general supply list for Transitional Kindergarten students that will be 

determined and available at a later date. Teachers may also send home another list of supplies 

specific to their classroom needs.  

 

Behavior Management  

Our Transitional Kindergarten classroom rules are simple: 

1. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself – Never hurt our friends 

2. Be respectful to others – Be nice and share 

3. Listen carefully  -- Be polite 

4. Work quietly and neatly  -- Take care of your things 

5. Follow directions and play safely – Be careful 

Transitional Kindergarten students are responsible for their own actions. No one can “make” 

them hit, kick, or not listen. They need to be aware that there are consequences to their 

actions. There needs to be a partnership between home and school--where rules/consequences 

are consistent and reinforced as well as positive feedback and accomplishments.  

Responsibility 

Transitional Kindergarten students need to learn to be independent, accountable, and 

responsible (ex. know what is expected and follow through, return library books on time, 

remember their backpack and folders daily, and return homework completed.) 

 

Parent Volunteers  

We are always excited to have parents help in the classroom and to go on field trips. We need 

you to make your child’s year exceptional!! To volunteer and go on field trips all parents must 

complete these steps. 

 Signed volunteer form from the school  

 Have a current TB test completed 

 Parents must be fingerprinted by our Silver Valley USD office 

Going to Kindergarten 

Kindergarten has changed over the past ten years. Children are expected to retain more 

academically and leave kindergarten a strong reader. There are higher academic expectations 

than ever before. Students may be at a disadvantage if they are not prepared for the fast 

paced curriculum. Maturity also plays a big part when going to kindergarten. This is why 

Transitional Kindergarten is so important and going to play a vital role in your child’s education. 

TK is a developmentally appropriate program for your child. We are very excited to give your 

child the best start to a wonderful year!  


